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Mount Abu at the southern extremity of the Aravallis
southwards to the western extremity of the Vindhyas.

The JDeccan and

The Deccan, including the plains of Khandeish,
stretches thence over the vast upland between the Eastern
and the Western coast ranges, southwards to Mysore
and Madras, including the Nizam's Dominions, and a
part of the Bombay Presidency. Geographically, too, it
includes the Balaghat districts of the Madras Presidency.
This region is watered in the north by the Tapti, in the
south by the head-streams of the Godavari and Kistna,
which drain the whole of the plateau eastwards to the
Bay of Bengal. The hilly district of the Dangs in the
north and the Kanara district in the south are mostly
covered with dense foreots, and the Western Ghat moun-
tains are mostly wooded ; but elsewhere the country is
open, generally well cultivated, and very fertile along
the banks of the rivers.

The Konkan comprises the narrow strip of coast-lands
extending from Bombay between the Western Ghats and
the sea southwards to the Portuguese territory of Goa.
These coast -lands are everywhere intersected by creeks
and short rapid streams or torrents, flowing from the
Ghats in separate channels to the sea, and in some places
form tolerably sheltered harbours. Hence this rockboond
coast is mostly of difficult access, and along the whole
seaboard of the Presidency the ports of Karachi, Bombay,
and Karwar alone afford a complete refuge to shipping
during the prevalence of the south- west monsoon. The
lesser harbours are, however, being improved, and at
several seasons are already useful.